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Neewr Dielil the | oy Jamumry, 2009/ Panera 29, 1930 (Kb
The fallgwing Act of Parlisment received the asseat of the President on the
17th Sanuary, 2009, and s hereby published for peneral information:—
THE SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING RESEARCH BOARD
ACT, 2008

Mo, 5 oF 2009
[1 Tk Servossgrry, 20609 |
AnAct toprovide for the constifution of s Boerd for prometing basic reszarch in
Science and Engineering and to peovide finencial pesislance 10 persons
engaged in such research, acadernic institutions, vesearch and development
laborutories, industrial concems and other agencies for such rescarch and
for matters connected thenewith or incidental theretn.
BE It enscted by Parliament in the Fifty-ninth Year of the Republic-ofIndia as follows-—
CHAPTER
PRELIMINARY

1. { 7} This Actmey be cabled the Sclence and Engineesing Research Boerd Act, 2008, Sbent tile

ind cam-
{27 1t shadl pomse oo foree on such dete 25 the Central Governmen may, by notification  mencement.

im the (sl Gazeme, appoint.
I. In this Act, unless e context atherwise requines.— Tefinicioes

() "Board™ meand the Selence and Engineering Research Board constituied
under sub-section {7} of section 3;



y THE GAZETTE OF INDIA EXTRACROMARY [Par 11—

(i} "Chairperson™ means the Chairperson of the Board,

(c] “Fund” means the Fund far Scienee and Enginzering Ressarch constimmid
amder sub-section () of section 10;

(b "member* means & member-ofthe Board and meludes the Chadrperson;

(e} "Oversight Commitlee” means the Oversight Commitiee ol Experts
constitred under sab-sertion (1) of section §;

{7} "presexibed” means prescribed by mibss made under this Aot
1E) "Secrceary’ nseams the Secretary of ths: Boand appeinted under sub-section

(Fefsection 4.
CHAFTER L
Stnch anp Enomipmiss Ressarcn Bossn
Consliulica 300 The Central Government shall, by natilication in the Official Gazene, constimune,
sad for thv: purposes of this Act, & Board K-be called the Scignce and Enginicering Research
A igarnlios Fioasd

ol Boand:

{2} The 'Board shall be a body carparate by the name aforesaid having perpetaal
succesaon and & common seal with power, subject 1o.1he provisions of this Act; to cociract
arsl shall by the said rome, sue znd be sued,

{3} The Board shall consist 0 the foflowing persans, pamely—

[#) Secretary W the Government of India in the Department of Science znd
Techmabugy, ex aficie—Chairperson;

ih Membu—ﬂmny,?lmin]ﬁmiss_iomuoﬂkb—h{mbw:

(€]  Secretary’is st Jovernment of India in the Depanment of Bictechan|ogy,
&5 affici—Membes

{efy  Secrewary to ihe Government of Indsa in the Depariment of Sclentific and
[mduseres| Research, v afficio—Member;

{¢)  Secretary fo the Government of [Indin in the Ministry of Earth Sclences,
ex afficip—Member;

(i Secretary ta the Government of India in the Deparement of Expesditre,
Ministry of Finante or his nomines, ex offfcio—Member;

igh Secretary iothe Gevernment of Tndia in the Depermycnt of Heslih Ressarch,
ex gffigis—Member;

th}  mat moee than three members 1o be appointed by dhe Central Government
[romy nmonpst persons having experknce in sekentific ressarch in different
diseiplines.in academic insitskang;

(f not mors than thres members 50 b2 appolnted by the Censral Government
from: amoogst persans baving expécience in scientific ressarch in different
disciplines in Gevermnest reseanch shorstories;

(. not more then fooe members 1o be appoinsed by the Ceneral Government
frean amongst persans having experiente in sciéntiflc research in different
ilsciplinesin the mdustry, international projeces vn stismce and technalogy,
wckreconomic sectors and other Government researeh labomsoriss

{4} The Head CHfice of the Beard shall be st Delhi or i the Mationnl Capita) Region,

{3} Tive qualifications and experience, termof office and allowances of the memhers
specifled in classes O to {) of sub-aection (7} shall be such as may be prescribied.

{6} The Chairperson shall, i additice io presiding over-the mectings of the Board,

excreisg and discharge such powers and dutics, as muy be prescribed o delegated o kim
by e Bosand.
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(7) Mo act ar progeeding of the Baard shall be Invalidsied mersly by reason of—
{ ) urty wacancy in, or any defect in the constitution of, the Board:
| ¥ amy defect in the sppointment of & peraon acting a5 8 member of the Bosrd:

{e) =y egularity in the procedurs of the Board ot affecting the merits of ihe
case,

4. {1} The Béard moy appaing an eminent Scientist oot below the mok of Addissoal
Secretary ta the Government of [ndis as the Secretary ol the Board, i consiclstian with the
Cencral Government

(s The Beand may sppoint such cther afficers and employees s it comsiders meoes sy
for the efficien discharge of itg flnctions under this At

L¥» The qualifications =il experience, térms and condfitians afservice inchading salary
anik allowances of the' Secretary nnd sthee officers and employess af the Bonrd shall be
such as may be specified i the regulations made by the Board.

) The Board may engage the services of péesoane], both from wéikin and outside
the country as cansultants, visiting scientisls on such terms znd canditions and
remuneTaliong s may be specified in the regulations made by the Board and shall facilitace
iheir eperations within the couniry.

& { 1) Subjeot o the rles madi in this behalf, the Board shall consisse = Crversight
Committes of Expents consisteng of expesis, eminens scientists and academics 1o sdwviss pmd
asgist the Board.

{7 The Owersight Conimittes shal corsist of the follewing persons. namehy—

fih @ seientist of emitemce-and imternational repune— Chairpersar;

(i} Secretery to the Government of India in the Depariment of Scicres snd
Technolagy, wr gficie—Vice-Chairperson;

fiiz) Prosidents of Tndian Mational Stience Academy, Indian Academy of Sciences
ard [ndizn Mational Acadensy of Engineering, e ofiois—Menshers;

{ivy ot more than thees members 10 be appointed b the Contral Govermment
from amargst dissinguished expers in difirent arns of science and lechmalagy; and

(vl Secretary to the Board, ex offleld-—Memher,
6. () Subject to the rulos mide in this behalf, the Bosed may sppoint soch comminees

a3 iy be necessary for the efficient discharge of it duties and performance of its functlons
under this Agt

{2} The Board shall have the pu\'m'ﬁl:n-nptua members of &y committes appoinied
under sub-section (1), such rumber of persans whwa are not members of the Board as it may

ihink f3t, and she perssa w0 co-opted shall hove the right to attend thy meetings of the
eammittee, and teke part in the proceedings of the commites,

T (1) The Board shall serve us a premier mulii-fisciplmary research finding agency
Jor planning, promoting and fanding basic research I the emerging areas of sclence and
ERgineeTing.
{2} Thee powers and functions of the Board chall, jrrer alia, include—
() ‘serving a5 2 premles multi-fisciplinary research agency for planming,
promating and funding of misrnationalby competitive resesrch m emerging oreas;

{ir} eansidering and mking decisinns on the recommendations and supgestions
made by the Cversipht Comemimes;
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Lili) identifving major mber-discipkinary research arcas, and individuals, groups
or instiutions and funding them for usdertaking researchs

i) evalving mationaily evardinased programmes in various identifisd arens
invaving instituticms that will have & multiplier effect inpromoting research;

{v) zssisting |m seming up infréstructure nod enviromment for scientific pursukt

fvi] achieving synergy between scademic instinsions, research and development
Iabsrutaries and industry for promating basic research (s science and engineering;

fwii} evolving n management system 1o speedily provide for funding rescarch,
ipcluding monitaring and evaluasion, by adopling medern management proctices;

{wiily evolving pamicipation i mberaational collaborative projects, whessver
necessary of desizable; and

i) triking crver and continwence of the basic rescarch projevts aod progrimines
unidestaken or funded by the Central Government ander the existing Science and
Enpineering Research Council scheme.

(5% Th= Board may provide financial assisance for the puspeses specified brsub-
section {2, i Ehe form of grants and boans to individusls, academic institations, research
and development lnbaratories, ndusiries and other organisations.

CHAPTER I
APPLIZATION FDR BANTTHN {F FINANCIAL ARSISTANCE

&, (1) An application for availing of (inencial asistance far the parpases specified in
enb-sectivn {1 of section T shall be made {o the Boand n sueh farm s may be prescrived,

{21 The Baard mey, after examining the application and after making soch enguiries ar
secking such clarifications as it cansiders necessary; by order inwritmg, sither sanction the
flnancial nssistance: or refuse he same.

CHAFTER Y
Eriascs, ACCOUNTS ARD ALDHT

9 The Central Govemment may, afier dus appropriztion m&dsbyfui'iam:m by Lo, i
this hehalf, make 1o the Board grants and joans of sech sums ol money 4 that Govemment
may consider necessary.

i, (/3 There shall be constiused & Fund to be called the Fund for Science and
Engineering Research and there shall be credited o the Fund—

|t amy wranits ard Joans made oo the Board by the Central Gavernimgnt ander
section 5

(&) It sumz received by the Board including donations fham any other source;
(¢} recoverics made of the amounts gramed from te Fund; and
(1 ony income from mwestment ol the ameant of the Fund.
{23 The Fumed shifl be applied for mesting—
() expansesoa te-ohiect and-for the purposs mithorissd by thas Act;

{#) salnries, allowances and pther-expenses of the members, officers and - other
employees of the Boand;

(¢} remuneratsons of the consultanis and visking sclentists; and
() expenses of the Board in the discharge of iz functions wnéer this Act,
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1. The Brard shall prepare, in such foem and =t such time o each financial yesr, ns
may be preseribed, its budget for the next financial year, eheaving e estimated receipts and
expenditure of the Board and fisrward the same 10 the Central Government.

12. The Board shall prepare, in such fim and at such timsz i each finangial year, 2
may be prescribed, its anmun] report, giving o fll acceemt of lis activities during the previous
finasicial vear, and subimlt a copy thereof o the Central Govesnment,

13, () The Boerd shall maintain Proper dccoumts and other relevant records and
Pprepare an Alsual statement of accounts in mch fann 85 fmay be prescribed by the Central

i cansultation with the Compiroller sind Auditar-Ciorserl ofInda,

i) The Comptrelber and Auditor-Ceneral of Tndia or any other persan appolated by
him in comnection with {he Sucditing of the nccounts of the Board under this Acy shall have
the-same rights and privileges and the authozlty in conmesticn with such aedit as e
Comptrolier and Auditar-General af Indis has in conmection with the auditing of the
Gaverimnent sciunts amnd, in particuiar, safl haye the vight o demand the production of
backs, accounts, commected vouchers and ather docurmznts and papers and to lnspect any
of the effice of the Board under this ct,

) The accaunts of the Board shall be audited by the: Comprraller and Auditoe.
Geacraf of India aanually and any expendiure inewrred ncosmection with sich wedi shall
be pavable by the Boand to ths Compirolber and Anditor-Gianeral,

(+) The Board shafl furnish i the Central Government, before such date a5 may be
prescritred, ity audited copy-of sccounts together with suditor's repart.

14. The Central Government shall cause the snrual report 2ad suditor's repart 1o b
Laid, 95 s06m 25 may be after thiy ara received. before each House of Pardiament

CHAFTER Y
MuCE aNecs
15, (1) An indasrris] ERDCEH: ar an instilstion recefving financinl assistance from the
Beoard shall fiarnish retiems o the Board imaneh Torm & af such tfme ne sy be Epecified by
regilations,

i) The Baard may suthorise an officer 1 wisit amy industrisl concern or Estition
nefizered ta in sub-pection (1) ar any time to verify the mecursey of any retm made nder
this'seciion.

Bé | £) Without prejisdics 1o the foregoing provisions of this A, the Board shull, in
the discharge of its functions and dities usder this Act, be bound by such directions an
questions of pelicy as the Central Governmen MY give in writing to it froen tme o time:

Provided thar the Board shall, = far ne practicable, be given an oppoetumity to express
B views befose amy direction i given urides this dish-seciian

{2 The decision of the Central Gavernment, whithir 3 question is oee of the policy or
mod, shall be final,

17 {1} If a any time the Contral Govermment is of the ppinion—

fa) that e accoust of grave emergency, the Board is unible o discharze the
fanzeions g the dutes impased an it by o1 unider the provisions of this Act: o

(5] thnt the Board bas mlmml‘ym}lﬁrd:ﬁuhmmmpl}ingwﬂhah_'.rdtirucrim
issted by the Contral Governmens under this At or [ the discharge of the fincticas
ond duties impased on it by or under fie pravisions of this Aot and az a result of sisch
dofzult the financinl pasition of the Boacd or -the agministration of the Bonrd las
deteriarted: o
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(¢} iket circumstances sxist wiich render it necessary 1= the public. interest so
1o di

the Contral Gevernment may, by netificatbon in the Official Gazene, supersede the Boand far
auch peelod, not exoeeding six manths, as may be specified in the notification.

(7) Upen the publicaticn al & natificasion’ under sub-section (] superseding. the
Board —

{erpadl the members shall, a3 from the date of superszssion, vacasie their offices
n5 such)

| ) all thse powees; functions and duties which max; by or eader the provisions
af this Ast, be cxorelsod or discharged by or on hehalf ol the Board shall, until the
Baard is reconstiated uider sub-section {31, be exercised and discharged by auch
persan o persias 2 e Centrel Governsent may direct; and

{¢) ail praperty awned of eeniralled by the Bousd shall, until the Board &
reconstiuted under sub-section {3Y, vestin the Cestral Government,

(#) T the cxpirmtion of the period of supersession spacifisd in thenatification issued
under sub-seetian (1), the Ceniral Govenment may reconstitute the Boand by a frish
appamiment s s sich cise any persan o7 persons who vacatsd theic offices under
clmuse [ ol of sehe-sactian {7} sball nat be deemed 10 be-disgualified for appeintment:

Provided thai the Central Governmend may, nt any time, befine the expriration of the
perad af supessession, tnke actlon wnder this sub-section,

(4} The Central Govermment sholl cause 2 potification psued under sub-accthon (1}
#nd = full reporr of amy action 1aken under this section and the circamstuzoss l=ading o
such action 1o be labd before esch Howse of Partiament of the sarlies,

18. The Board may, by genemal or special ordeér in wiiting, delegate tothe Chairpersan
orany ot member or 1o any aificer of the Brard subject to-sach conditions and lmilatices,
if amy, s ey be specified in-the order, such of its powers and functsans urkder this Act
{excepl the power under sectian 1) as i may deem necessary

19. Mo pragecution or other beanl proceeding shall §ie agninst the Centra| Gavernmunt
o5 the Bosrd ar 2y cormmities nppoisied by it eramy member of the Boord o sech commilies,
or any officer orempboyes of the Government or the Board or any ofhier person astharised
by the Central Government o the Board for amsibing which is in goed frith done o7 intended
o be done onder this Act ar the rules ar reguiatdons made thepdunder.

20, { 1) The Cantral Gavernment may, by notification inthe Odficial Gazette, muke ribsy
to carmy: ot the provisions of this Act.

{2 Withaus prefadice 1 the-gencrality of the fosegring power, such rulésmey provide
far all ar amy of the Tallowing matters, namely:—

(&) the qualificatsons and experience, term of affice-and ather allowences of the
members of the Board, under sub-section (5) of section 3]

{5} the powers and dities of the Chatrperson under sub-section {fifof section 3;
[£] the constitonon of Oversipht Commitses under section 5]

{dff the constilation of committers under sub-section () of section &;

() the form of applisntion under suh-sactmn (7] nl':egr.iun B

() the form in which; end the teme acwhich tbe Board shall prepars i edget
urwfer section 11 and it anmez] report under section 12;
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{ary the form of anomal atatement of pocounts  undar. syb-sectipg {1haf
section 13 and the dare befors which sudited copy of the Bce0uTts iy be furpjslied
ta the: Cendraf Coavemment inier sb-soctian (4) of that SeCtan;

(%) sty otlves maatter which s o beor my b Prescrined or mrespect ol which
Pedision &5 oo-be. or may be. made by rugles.
21 (%) The Bogrd may, With the previous aparoval of the Central Government, by

netsfication in the Cifieg Gazette, make repulutions consiseent with this. ACE 3 e rirles
gencrully 1o camry out the pravisions of this Act

{21 In particudar, and withayt prepudice to the peneraliny of the foregoimp power. such
Tegalations may peovide e all tr any of the Tiflowing matiers, namely:—

ta)the gualificstions ang EXPerienoe terms and Congiiises afservice ncluding
salaries and allowances of the Secremnry and other officess nn emplovees of the
Boerd under sub-section 123 of section 4

{4} the foem in which and the fime ar which the returns may he frmished to the
unider subeseetion (¥ of section 15 :
21, Every fube and every repulation made gndsr thais Act shall be lid, os 3o0n 2 may
b after it is mads, - e it i i
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